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GENERAL HEALTH & SAFETY 

AND USER MANUAL 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Read this manual carefully and adhere to all instructions. 

This manual applies to anyone who is using the machine or is 

in the vicinity of the machine. 

 

Contact us for advice if you are unsure of the correct safety 

procedures and/or operation of your machine. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This manual outlines general Health & Safety guidelines for the safe use of your 

SCH product. Before operating any SCH equipment, carefully read and adhere to 

all information in this manual. 

 

You must carry out your own risk assessment, factoring in ground conditions and 

the operation you intend to carry out before using any SCH machine. Seek 

further advice if you are unsure how to do this. 

 

If you require further information or clarification of any of the points made 

throughout this manual, please contact SCH (Supplies) Ltd on 01473 328272 or 

email sales@schsupplies.co.uk 

 

SAFETY DOCUMENTATION 

The following list of manuals should also be carefully read before operating your 

SCH product. 

1. The separate Instruction Manual provided with your SCH product; this 

separate manual features safety information tailored to your specific 

machine. 

 

2. The manual that came with your towing vehicle, paying particular 

attention to information regarding attaching and safe use of 

towed/mounted attachments. 

 

3. The engine manual provided with your SCH product (if applicable) 

paying particular attention to safety procedures. 

If you are unsure how to safely operate your SCH product do not proceed to use 

it. Please contact SCH for assistance. 
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SUITABLE TOWING VEHICLE  

It is important that the vehicle used to pull your attachment is adequate for the 

job. 

A towed or mounted attachment to a vehicle will inevitably have negative 

consequences on a vehicles performance. Cornering and sharp bends require 

extra care, stopping distance can increase, and starting, particularly on hills can 

be much more laboured. 

 

MACHINE/TRAILER LOADING & SAFETY 

 Loads must be securely tied down or restrained. 

 

 Loads should be evenly distributed across the machine/trailer and 

positioned in such a way as to keep the nose weight within the 

recommended limits. 

 

 Refer to your towing vehicles manual for the maximum towing weight. 

 

Good towing practice should always take into account the negative effects of a 

vehicles handling, braking and general stability. 

 Loss of stability when loads are loose and move around. 

 

 The load shooting forward when the brakes are applied. 

 

 When travelling at speed there is a danger of light items being lifted out 

by the slipstream. Ensure all items are secured.  

When loading or unloading, ensure the vehicle is kept on flat and level ground. 

Do not attempt to tip a trailer on an incline. 
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MAINTENANCE / SERVICE 

Regular maintenance and checks are important to keep your machine safe and 

performing as intended. Maintenance checks should be performed for SCH 

products, and the towing vehicle. Consult the towing vehicles manual for 

instructions. 

 

The correct Personal Protective Equipment should be worn when maintaining 

SCH machinery, including but not limited to gloves, eye protection, protective 

overalls and steel toe capped boots. 

 

If you are unsure how to safely service your SCH product, please contact a 

trained professional. 

 Never carry out maintenance work when the towing vehicle is running. 

 

 Never carry out maintenance work when the engine of your SCH 

product is running. 

 

 Never carry out maintenance work when your SCH product is loaded – 

e.g., fertiliser in a broadcaster, chemicals in a sprayer, green waste in a 

trailer, etc. 

Maintenance for your specific SCH machine is printed in the Instruction Manual 

provided. 

 

For engine maintenance, please follow the instructions in the Engine Manual 

provided. 

Please check the following items daily / before each use. 

 Check the condition of tyres and tyre pressure. 

 

 Check wheel nuts / split pins. 

 

 Visual check to ensure nothing is loose, worn, cracked or damaged. 

 

Additional checks for your specific SCH machine are printed in the Instruction 

Manual provided. 
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ATTACHING TO THE TOWING VEHICLE 

Before you secure any attachment to the towing vehicle, please read the manual 

that came with your vehicle, paying particular attention to information regarding 

attaching and safe use of towed/mounted attachments. 

If you are unsure how to safely attach to the towing vehicle, please contact a 

trained professional. 

 Ensure the towing vehicle and attachment is on a flat surface. Apply the 

handbrake of the towing vehicle and attachment (if applicable). 

 

 Be very aware of the possibility of trapping fingers when attaching to the 

towing vehicle. Keep fingers away from the hitch. Gloves are 

recommended. 

 

 Always ensure the attachment is empty before attempting to hitch to the 

towing vehicle – e.g. no water in a bowser, no fertiliser in a broadcaster, 

etc. The additional weight may cause the machine to tip over backwards 

or behave in unexpected ways when lifted / tilted to attach to the towing 

vehicle. 

 

 Be careful when reversing up to the attachment. Ensure people are 

standing far back and will not be hit. 

 

 Remove any tow ball / electrical socket dust covers and security devices 

before attempting to hitch. 

 

 If the machine has a jockey wheel, ensure it is tightened securely and 

raise/lower the jack instead of attempting to lift the machine onto the 

hitch. 

 

 If lifting the machine is required to attach it, consider enlisting the help of 

another person to avoid injury if it is uncomfortably heavy. 

 

 Plug in the lighting plug and check all lights and indicators work. 
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CHECKS BEFORE TOWING 

The SCH machine operator or the driver of the towing vehicle, if different, has the 

responsibility for the safe operation of the machine and needs to carry out the 

following checks: 

 If the machine is laden is the load correctly distributed i.e. Not too much 

or too little nose weight? 

 

 Is the load within the machine's official payload?  

 

 Is the actual gross weight being towed within the towing vehicle 

manufacturer's recommended maximum towing limit (whether braked or 

unbraked)? 

 

 Is the load correctly secured? 

 

 Are all the lights undamaged and working correctly? 

 

 Are the cable and plug undamaged? 

 

 Is the breakaway cable or secondary coupling undamaged and correctly 

connected, to a suitable point on the tow bar or towing vehicle? 

 

 Are the tyre pressures correct and all tyres free from cuts, bulges and 

with adequate tread?  

 

 Are you satisfied that the wheel nuts/bolts are tightened to the correct 

torque? 

 

 If required are the mudguards and flaps in satisfactory condition and 

secure? 

 

 Is the machine correctly coupled to the towing vehicle? 
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TOWING VEHICLE CHECKS 

Using a vehicle with a trailed attachment introduces additional risks to operating 

the vehicle alone; these risks should be thoroughly assessed and managed. 

 

It is important that the vehicle you use to pull your trailer is adequate for the job. 

 Check that the engine is large enough to tow the SCH attachment and 

any load. 

 

 Check that the brakes are powerful enough to stop the vehicle and 

attachment safely. 

 

 Check that the attachment Gross Weight does not exceed the Towing 

Capacity of the Towing vehicle. 

 

 The most important check is the vehicle manufacturer's recommended 

towing limit, which should be in the vehicle manufacturer's handbook 

and on the VIN plate on the chassis. 

The addition of a towed attachment to a vehicle will inevitably have a negative 

effect on the vehicle's performance. Starting, particularly on hills, can be much 

more laboured; stopping can take longer distances; cornering and negotiating 

sharp bends requires extra care. 

Consider all these things very carefully when choosing your towing vehicle and 

attachment. Consult the manual that came with your towing vehicle. 
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TERRAIN SAFETY 

The type of terrain and weather conditions can increase risk. 

 

If the weather is or has been wet or poor the operation should be reassessed. 

Poor weather can affect the terrain being travelled and the handling of the towing 

vehicle. 

 Plan the route and access in advance of the operation. We recommend 

you identify hazards and obstacles including: gates, tracks, public road 

crossings, field crossings, hill descents/ ascents, sharp corners, 

unsuitable ground, wet boggy areas, hidden obstacles (tree stumps, 

rocks etc). 

 

 A full risk assessment should be carried out before any operation. It is 

the duty of the operators employer, in conjunction with the operators, to 

identify and plan the route as part of the health and safety routine 

planning. 

If navigating rough ground, travel at a speed slow enough to prevent the towed 

attachment ‘bouncing’ on the wheels. 

 

NAVIGATING SLOPES 

When navigating slopes, never cross a slope when towing the attachment but 

instead ride up (ascend) and ride down (descend) vertically. A track may need to 

be cut into the bank or slope if it is not possible to navigate the slope safely. 

When riding down (descending) always use a low gear and delicate use of 

controls.  

 

Consult your vehicle manufacturer’s manual regarding towing loads up and down 

slopes. The forward speed of the vehicle MUST always be dictated by local 

ground conditions, which vary from season to season. 

Make sure you are on flat ground if you are performing any adjustments or 

maintenance on your machine. 

Make sure you are on flat ground when hitching your machine to the towing 

vehicle. 
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PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE) 

The correct Personal Protective Equipment should be worn when using SCH 

machinery, including but not limited to gloves, eye protection, protective overalls 

and steel toe capped boots. 

 

Conform to the advice given in the individual product manuals, and contact us if 

you are unsure and/or inexperienced in the correct PPE for your machine. 

 

Take care to keep hands, feet, hair and loose clothing away from any moving 

parts of the machines.  

 Hair must be tied up and kept away 

 

 Loose clothing must not be worn – eg. A Tie, toggles on a hooded 

jacket etc. 

 

 Jewellery of any kind must not be worn when operating any SCH 

product. 

 

 Follow the manufacturers’ advice for the correct PPE to use on your 

towing vehicle – eg. A crash helmet, leather / protective clothing, ear 

defenders etc. 

 

 

LIFTING & MOVING - PPE 

Steel toe capped boots and protective gloves must be worn when lifting or 

moving any piece of SCH machinery. Many of our machines are heavy and 

feature potentially hazardous steel corners and edges, and some products may 

have sharp or pointed protuberances. Ask someone for help when lifting 

machinery if it is too heavy or bulky to move yourself. 

 

SPRAYERS - PPE 

For any substance being distributed by a sprayer carefully read and follow the 

manufacturer’s advice on protective equipment. Safety glasses, gloves, overalls 

and a ventilation face mask may need to be worn. 
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SPREADERS & BROADCASTERS - PPE 

Safety glasses must always be worn by the machine operator and anybody in 

the vicinity. 

 

For any substance being distributed by a spreader or broadcaster carefully read 

and follow the manufacturer’s advice on protective equipment. Gloves, overalls 

and a ventilation face mask may need to be worn. 

 

SWEEPERS & COLLECTORS - PPE 

Safety glasses and ear defenders must be worn when using any sweeper or 

collector. 

 

Do not point the discharge hose or tube at anybody. 

 

PEOPLE CARRIERS 

As our people carriers are built to order, the safety requirements can vary from 

product-to-product. Contact us for advice if you are not experienced in the safe 

operation of the people carrier. 

 Seat belts must be worn if fitted. 

 

 Do not stand while the vehicle is moving 

 

 Secure all items before moving. 

 

 Keep your entire body inside the vehicle at all times while moving. 

 

 Follow the recommended towing speed – contact SCH if you are unsure 

of the recommended speed. 
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STORING THE MACHINE 

Care should be taken when storing SCH products to minimise accidental injury. 

1. In storage, any machine with sharp protuberances should be positioned 

with the protuberances safely against a floor or wall. 
 

2. Take care not to leave SCH equipment where someone may trip or fall 

over it. 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Do not take risks. Contact us for advice if you are unsure about the safe and 

correct operation of our machinery. 

 

If you require further information or clarification of any of the points made 

throughout this manual, please contact SCH (Supplies) Ltd on 01473 328272 or 

email sales@schsupplies.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are missing your free brochure contact us on 

01473 328272, email sales@schsupplies.co.uk, or 

visit our website www.schsupplies.co.uk 


